
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Left: Was taken in Detroit sometime in 
the 50’s, Sister Rosemond/Aunt Rose, 
Grandma Kavanaugh, (John’s widow) Sr. 
Charlotte, Sr. Bernice. Below: Sr. Charlotte, 
Rose, Sr. Bernice.  Back: Louis Sr., Harry, 
Vincent. Picture may have been taken at 
Ferdinand sometime in the 80’s.   

Left:  Sr. Charlotte, Aunt Rose and Sr. 
Bernice, taken just before Aunt Rose entered 
the Convent in 1938. Above: Aunt Rose, Sr. 
Bernice and Sr. Charlotte. Date of the picture 
was sometime around 2000. 
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  Left: Pictured here are three Kavanaugh 
daughters of John & Mary Lucy Kavanaugh.  
The picture was taken on the day Sister 
Charlotte’s Day of Investing in 1934. Shown 
here are (L-R) Sister Charlotte, Rose and Sister 
Bernice.  Rose did not enter the Convent till 
1939. 

Left: Pictured here are the Three Nuns, Sister 
Charlotte, Sister Bernice and Sister 
Rosemond.  Not sure when this picture was 
taken but probably in the 1940’s.   

Above: Sister Charlotte standing in front of 
her classroom at St. Mary’s school in 
Washington Indiana on her first teaching 
assignment. 
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Picture left: Sr. Charlotte and Sr. 
Bernice taken at Sr. Bernice 100th 
Birthday party at St. Peter’s in 
Montgomery in Dec. of 2004  

Above: This Article appeared in the Washington Times 
Herald when Sister Bernice turned 100 years old on Dec. 4 
of 2004. A special Mass was held at St. Peter’s Church in 
Montgomery and a breakfast held for her Family and 
friends.   
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Sister Bernice Kavanaugh 

 
Born: Dec 4, 1904 
Died: Feb. 22, 2007 
 
FERDINAND — Sister Bernice Kavanaugh, 102, of Monastery 
Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, died at 6:53 p.m. 
Thursday at the monastery’s Hildegard Health Center. 
 
Sister Bernice was born the fourth of 11 children of John and 
Mary (O'Connor) Kavanaugh on Dec. 4, 1904, in Cannelburg. 
 
She entered the Sisters of St. Benedict in 1922 and made her first 
profession of vows in 1924 and her final profession in 1927. She 
celebrated the 80th anniversary of her monastic profession in 
2004. 
 

Sister Bernice was a school teacher for 49 years and also served as principal for 26 of those 
years. Beginning in 1924, she taught at Huntingburg, Indianapolis, Holy Spirit in Evansville, 
Dale, and Tucson, Ariz. She served as principal and taught at Vincennes, Mount Vernon, 
Clarksville, Holy Redeemer in Evansville, Haubstadt, and Belcourt, N.D. She was administrator 
of St. Paul Hermitage, Beech Grove, Ind. She taught religious education to military families at 
a U.S. Army base in Fort Rucker, Ala., for 19 years. From 1995 to 2005, she provided support 
services at the monastery. For the past year, she served in the ministry of prayer. 
 
She is survived by two sisters, Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh of Monastery Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand and Rosemary Kavanaugh of Indianapolis; nieces and nephews; and 
members of her religious community.  She was preceded in death by her parents; her brothers 
Timothy, Vincent, Albert, Harry, Bernard, Louis Sr., and Francis; and her sister Katherine 
Kavanaugh. 
 
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 3:45 p.m. today at Monastery Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand. Burial will be in the monastery cemetery.  Visitation was at 
Monastery Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand on Sunday, with a wake service at 7 p.m. in 
the monastery church, and today beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Contributions in memory of Sister Bernice may be made to the Sisters of St. Benedict, 802 E. 
10th Street, Ferdinand, IN 47532. 
 
Arrangements are being made through Becher Funeral Home, Ferdinand. (Feb. 22, 2007)  
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Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh  

 
Born: Mar 16, 1916  
Died: Aug. 29, 2014 
 
Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh, 98, of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict of Ferdinand, died at 11:15 a.m. Friday in the 
monastery’s Hildegard Health Center.. A native of Cannelburg, 
Sister Mary Charlotte was born March 16, 1916, the tenth of 
eleven children born to John and Mary (O’Connor) 
Kavanaugh.  
 
She entered the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand in 1934 
and made her profession of monastic vows in 1936.. She is 
survived by one sister, Rose Kavanaugh of Beech Grove; nieces 
and nephews; and members of her religious community. She 
was preceded in death by her parents; two sisters, Catherine 
and Sister Bernice; and seven brothers, Frank, Timothy, 

Vincent, Harry, Bernard, Louis and Albert. 
 
In 1937, Sister Mary Charlotte began her 63-year career in areas of education, including 
religious education and administration. She taught and supervised student teachers at St. 
Benedict College in Ferdinand and also taught at St. Ferdinand Grade School, St. Benedict in 
Evansville, and St. Mary’s in Washington. She served as a consultant and supervisor for 
schools in the Evansville Diocese and was Editor of Mine, a national religious education 
magazine. From 1972 to 1995, she served as director and teacher of religious education at the 
U.S. Army base in Fort Rucker, Alabama. She also was director of religious education at 
parishes in Siberia, Ferdinand, and Schnellville. She served in the ministry of prayer since 
2003. 
 
Visitation will be at the monastery on Monday from 2 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. and on Tuesday from 2 
p.m. to 4:15 p.m. A wake service will be Monday at 7 p.m. The funeral Mass will be on Tuesday 
at 4:30 p.m. in the monastery church, followed by burial in the monastery cemetery.. Becher 
Funeral Home in Ferdinand is in charge of the arrangements.  Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand. 
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Tombstones for Sister Bernice Kavanaugh & Sister Charlotte Kavanaugh 

Left is the tombstone for Sister Bernice 
Kavanaugh who was a Nun at the 
Convent in Ferdinand, Indiana. Sister 
Bernice was born on Dec. 4, 1904 and 
died on Feb. 22, 2007.  She made her 
final vows on Aug. 11, 1924.  Sister 
Bernice is buried in the Cemetery at the 
Convent at the bottom of the hill.  Sister 
Bernice’s mother was Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh, and Mary 
Lucy’s parents were Michael O’Connor 
Jr. and “Bridget Hart”.   One of Sister 
Bernice’s Brothers was Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. 
 

Right is the tombstone for 
Sister Charlotte Kavanaugh 
who was a Nun at the Convent 
in Ferdinand, Indiana. Sister 
Charlotte was born on Mar. 
16, 1916 and died on Aug. 29, 
2014.  She made her final vows 
on June 8, 1936.  Sister 
Charlotte is buried in the 
Cemetery at the Convent at the 
bottom of the hill.  Sister 
Charlotte’s mother was Mary 
Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh, 
and Mary Lucy’s parents were 
Michael O’Connor Jr. and 
“Bridget Hart”.  One of Sister 
Bernice’s Brothers was Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. 
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Obituary of Rose Mary Kavanaugh 

 

Rose Mary Kavanaugh died September 5 at St. Paul Hermitage, Beech Grove, Ind. 
She was 96.  Rose was born November 16, 1919, at home on the family farm near 
Cannelburg, Ind. She was the eleventh and youngest child of John and Mary E. 
“Mayme” (O’Connor) Kavanaugh. According to family lore, she weighed only 1.5 
lbs. at birth. She was called “Pee Wee” by her siblings, who would put her in a 
shoebox, tie a string to it, and pull her around the house. 
 

She was graduated from St. Theresa High School in Detroit, Mich., in 1938.  In 1939, Rose entered 
the Benedictine Monastery Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, Ind., and received the religious 
name Sister Rosemond.   In 1950, Rose was graduated from St. Benedict College, in Ferdinand, 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in education; in 1968, she received a Master of Science degree 
in education, with a concentration in guidance and counseling, from St. Francis College in Fort 
Wayne, Ind.   In 1955, Sister Rosemond became one of the 113 foundresses of Our Lady of Grace 
Monastery in Beech Grove, Ind. 
 

While a Sister, Rose taught school for many years in southern Indiana and in Indianapolis at St. 
Pius X School, where she was principal, and at St. Barnabas School, also in Indianapolis.  In 1972, 
she requested and received release from her religious vows.  After leaving the monastery, she was 
employed as a social worker at Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center in West Indianapolis. Rose once 
said that her work at the neighborhood center was one of the most satisfying times of her life and 
that it gave her a great appreciation for the blessings she had received in her own life. 
 

In 1980, she returned to teaching and spent the next decade at St. Jude School in Indianapolis. She 
retired in 1990 at the age of 70. In retirement, Rose served for several years as a substitute teacher 
and gave private tutoring lessons. Prior to, and following, retirement, she was a very active 
volunteer at her parish of St. Barnabas, where she was involved in the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults and served as a catechist in the parish’s grade school religious education program. 
 

Preceding her in death were her parents and her 10 siblings: Timothy, Vincent, Albert, Marie 
(Benedictine Sister Bernice, of Monastery Immaculate Conception), Harry, Bernard, Louis, Frank, 
Catherine, and Josephine (Benedictine Sister Mary Charlotte, also of Monastery Immaculate 
Conception). Sister Bernice lived to be 102 years old, Harry was 99 years old at the time of his 
death in 2006, and Sister Mary Charlotte was 98 years old when she died in 2014.  Rose is survived 
by numerous nieces and nephews and hundreds of former pupils. 
 

Friends may call at Daniel F. O’Riley Funeral Home, 6107 S. East St. (US 31 South) Indianapolis, 
on Thursday, September 8, from 4–7 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m., 
on Friday, September 9, at St. Barnabas Church, 8300 Rahke Road, Indianapolis, with calling 
beginning at 10 a.m. Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery, Indianapolis.  Memorial gifts may be 
made to Catholic Charities Indianapolis, 1400 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Ind., 46202; 
the Sisters of St. Benedict of Beech Grove, Ind., Our Lady of Grace Monastery, 1402 Southern 
Avenue, Beech Grove, Ind., 46107; or the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Ind., Monastery 
Immaculate Conception, 802 East 10th Street, Ferdinand, Ind. 47532. 
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Above: the Tombstone for Rose Mary Kavanaugh who 
was born on Nov. 16, 1919 and died on Sept. 5, 2016. Rose 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Indianapolis where her 
Brothers Vincent and Harry are also buried.  
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Below: Page-1: The following letter was from Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh from the convent in 
Ferdinand to Louis Kavanaugh Jr. concerning the questions about the death of her brother 
Timothy and her younger sister Katherine from many years ago.  Both Timothy and Katherine 
died when they were about 4 years old and buried near their parents John and Mary Lucy 
Kavanaugh. 
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Below - Page-2 of the letter from Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh to Louis Kavanaugh Jr.. This letter 
was written in response to an inquiry by Louis on the death of Sr. Bernice’s brother Timothy 
and her sister Katherine.  This talks about the days leading up to Katherine’s death.  This 
letter was written around the year 2000.   
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